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still—we are still—in the springtime of 
life as a nation. We are still planting 
seeds and bearing fruit. We are still 
growing and creating, still inspiring 
and innovating, still providing life and 
hope for people around the world seek-
ing to escape the chains of tyranny, 
and to embrace the blessings of liberty. 

Indeed, the sun is still rising on a 
bright American morning. And if we 
will keep the faith, no matter the chal-
lenges or the choices we face, genera-
tions to come will remember and think 
well of us for this: We never gave up. 
We never backed down. And we always 
stood strong for freedom. 

Thank you, Mr. President. I yield the 
floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida is recognized. 

f 

HONORING SENATORIAL SERVICE 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I see others who wish to speak, 
and I will make a couple of brief com-
ments. 

In the comments of the Senator from 
Virginia, his final couple of comments 
recalled for me a statement made in 
the closing of the Constitutional Con-
vention in Philadelphia, when on the 
back of the chair of the presiding offi-
cer was a sunburst. Someone opined in 
that Constitutional Convention: Dr. 
Franklin, is that a rising sun or is it a 
setting sun? And Franklin ventured to 
say that with the birth of the new Na-
tion, with the creation of the new Con-
stitution, that he thought it was a ris-
ing sun. 

Indeed, it is that hope, that optimism 
of which the Senator from Virginia has 
just spoken—uplifting words—that are 
the feelings that generate this Senator 
from Florida to get up and go to work 
every day, and to look at this Nation’s 
challenges, not as a Democratic prob-
lem or a Republican problem, but as an 
American problem, that need to be 
solved in an American way instead of a 
partisan way. 

We have had far too much partisan-
ship over the last several years across 
this land, and, indeed, in this Chamber 
itself. And of the Senators who are 
leaving this Chamber, I think they rep-
resent the very best of America, and on 
occasion have risen in a bipartisan 
way. It has been this Senator’s great 
privilege to work with these Senators: 
ALLEN of Virginia, BURNS of Montana, 
CHAFEE of Rhode Island, DAYTON of 
Minnesota, DEWINE of Ohio, FRIST of 
Tennessee, JEFFORDS of Vermont, 
SANTORUM of Pennsylvania, SARBANES 
of Maryland, TALENT of Missouri. 

As the Good Book in Ecclesiastes 
says: There is a time to be born and a 
time to die. There is a time to get up, 
and a time to go to bed. There is a time 
for a beginning, and there is a time of 
ending. 

For these Senators who are leaving, 
it is clearly not an ending. It is an end-
ing of this chapter in their lives, but 
this Senator from Florida wanted to 
come and express his appreciation for 

their public service, to admonish those 
where admonishment is needed when 
this Chamber, indeed, this Govern-
ment, has gotten too partisan, but to 
express this Senator’s appreciation for 
the quiet moments of friendship and re-
flection and respect in working to-
gether, which is the glue that makes 
this Government run. 

Whether you call it bipartisanship, 
whether you call it friendship, whether 
you call it mutual respect, whatever 
you call it, the way you govern a na-
tion as large and as complicated and as 
diverse as our Nation is—as the Good 
Book says: Come, let us reason to-
gether—that is what this Senator tries 
to be about. And that is what this Sen-
ator will try to continue to do in the 
new dawn of a new Congress. So I want-
ed to come and express my apprecia-
tion for those Senators, who will not be 
here, for the great public service they 
have rendered. 

Mr. President, I am truly grateful for 
their personal friendship and for their 
public service. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Montana is recognized. 
f 

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I appre-
ciate the words of my friend from Flor-
ida as I rise today and say my farewell 
to this body. I do it with some sadness, 
but I also do it with some great pride. 
I also do it with a great appreciation 
for the Senate and for the people who 
serve here. 

It has always been one of my per-
sonal honors and privileges to serve the 
State of Montana and the country for 
the last 18 years, and with such distin-
guished and honorable men and women. 

We have seen a lot of changes. I want 
to answer my good friend from Florida, 
before he leaves the floor: We have seen 
some changes come over the body, and 
I would suggest that we turn off that 
eye that surrounds this body, turn it 
off and turn the Senate back into the 
debating body it was once known for, 
with collegiality, because the best I 
have ever seen the Senate operate is in 
executive session. When you turn off 
the television and we get to the 
issues—and we have some marvelous 
people, dedicated, on both sides of an 
issue, who can argue the issue—some of 
us who may not be as disciplined in 
that particular issue as others could 
learn and vote more intelligently. I 
suggest that, but I doubt that will ever 
happen, being that that is out in the 
public today. I thank the Senator for 
his observation. We need to get back to 
the great debates that were held on the 
floor of the Senate many years ago. 

It was back on January 3, 1989, when 
I was sworn in the Senate. It was a 
proud day in my life and, of course, for 
my wife and our family. I got to think-
ing during that day that only in Amer-
ica could something like this happen. I 
was fortunate and, of course, we had 
both my wife’s family, who are Ne-

braska folks, and my family, who are 
Missouri folks, in attendance that day. 
They are just folks, but they are em-
blematic of those people who were born 
of the land and in the heart of Amer-
ica—ranchers and farmers. 

It was on the prairies of Missouri 
where I was born and raised on a little 
old bitty farm of 160 acres—what I call 
‘‘2 rocks and 1 dirt’’—not a very good 
farm. But I have fond memories of that 
place. I give thanks every day that I 
was born to that family and in that old 
house that still stands on that 160 
acres. Of course, in my younger years I 
gained most of my philosophy in life. I 
was born of folks who weren’t very 
wealthy, as you would define wealthy. 
They were a product of the Great De-
pression and the terrible droughts of 
the 1930s. They survived by hard work 
and great pride. The values they passed 
on to most of us in my generation were 
the love of this country first, commu-
nity pride and loyalty to that commu-
nity, and honesty to the core. Russell 
and Mary Francis were married 59 
years on that day when I was sworn in. 
And I will tell you, when they wit-
nessed proudly their son sworn into the 
most prestigious body in the world, 
only in America can that happen. It is 
truly the miracle of our country. It 
was also a proud day for all of our fam-
ily. 

I will say right now that we could not 
do well in this body without the true 
support of a wife and family because it 
is from that source that we draw our 
strength and, yes, our wisdom, as long 
as they are by our side. Phyllis, of 
course, and Keely and Garrett were all 
here. What blessings God has bestowed 
upon me personally. One was missing 
and that was Kate. God called her 
home back in 1985, but she remains in 
our memories and hearts forever. 
Again, one cannot do this job without 
the support and sacrifice of our family. 

We have seen a lot of positive things 
happen in Montana. Montana has just 
begun to grow in new directions. Mon-
tana is a resource State, with timber, 
mining, oil, and agriculture. But we 
have new opportunities now, and they 
have opened. I am proud to say that it 
was me and my office that led the way 
on most of those changes. It is said 
that it is not bragging if you have done 
it. I was fortunate enough to attract a 
staff that shared the same vision of 
change, and change we did. Montana is 
not short of visionaries. It was my 
privilege to know them, work with 
them, and to move our State forward. 

There is one thing about Montanans: 
They are not afraid to dream. As you 
know, dreams never die; dreamers do. 
Our colleges and universities now are 
national leaders in research and devel-
opment, agriculture, engineering, and 
communications. We have telemedicine 
and distance learning where none ex-
isted before. We have seen a real leap 
forward in our infrastructure and 
transportation and rural utilities. We 
have watched an elevated vocational 
educational system grow. Tribal col-
leges on our seven reservations are 
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